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ally sexual excess, and is particularly liable to contract 
syphilis. Thus, from being paralytic, he becomes syphi¬ 
litic. An interesting case is cited where general paresis of 
the insane followed the tertiary stage of syphilis, ten years 
after the first symptoms of specific poisoning. This late 
development is the rule. A non-syphilitic sister of the 
patient was also insane, suffering from ideas of persecution. 
While paresis may follow syphilis in eight or ten years, it 
does so only when one powerful aid is present—unsound¬ 
ness of the nervous system, or heredity. As 1 )r. Regis puts 
it: " To manufacture general paretics, inoculate the sons 
of apoplectics with syphilis.” Alcohol, tobacco, and sexual 
excess may bring about paresis in the nervously unsound. 
Is not persistent dissipation an evidence of a depraved 
nervous system? The record of thirty cases of general 
paresis appearing at the asylum of Kvcrre during a few 
months, may be arranged as follows : 

Jkmhft'nl nr Sy/Jillis 

Mt n. M nniin. iunt-si/ji/iilifir. in'oh'if'li/. His, 
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TIIK KTIOI.OCY OF !:i*l 1 >1 K M I< HKKI’KS /oSTI.K. 

The " Gazette des llopitaux" J-'eb. 25. (S90) contains a 
review of Gautier’s ideas upon this subject. The author 
thinks it a general infectious disease, of limited contagious¬ 
ness, falling in particular upon the intervertebral ganglia, 
and producing its eruption, as other erythematous general 
infectious diseases, certain poisons, such as carbon oxide 
and arsenic also produce herpes zoster. 

Predisposition plays an important role in its production, 
Three-quarters of the number attacked are the victims of 
arthritisil) —-the disease of retarded metamorphosis, 

A few things yet remain to be done : To isolate the 
pathogenic micro-organism ; to make cultures of it ; to in¬ 
oculate the sound and produce herpes zoster by this means. 

Cl I.I.KKkKS C |. ASS 11 1C AT ION < > I INSANITY. 

In “ brain,'' January, 1890, there is a careful review by 
K . birt.of Cullerre s“Traite Pratique ties Maladies Mentales,” 
The author of this manual is medical director of the 
lunatic asylum at Roche-sur-Yon, and his treatise is an 
exposition of psychological medicine as taught by the 
present French school. The system of classification of 
insanity that he adopts is based upon the French classic 
model, comprising three great divisons, viz.: (1 ) primary 
alienations; (2) alienations associated with organic cerebral 
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affections ; and ( v alienations associated w ith various mor¬ 
bid conditions. The divisions and subdivisions stand thus : 


Mania. . 

Melancholia. j Intermittent Insanity. 

1. Simple In- Periodic Insaii- 1 Insanity of double form, 
sanity. ity. Circular Insanity. 

Progressive systematized delirium. 


I. 

Primary 

Alienations. 


2. Iteua-neratiw \ Hereditary In 
Insanity. j sanity. 

d. Idioey. 


Mental nln s.sinns ; irresis¬ 
tible impulses. 

Systematized delirium of 
hereditary eases. 
Reasoning mania, moral 
insanity. 

Polyim'1‘phie deliria. 


II. 

Alienations associated 
with oroanie cerc- 
l»r,d atTeetions. 


(lem ral ]>aralsysis (dilfuse insteistitial eiieephalitis. 
Senile dementia icerebral atlumma with consecutive 
atrophy*. 

Oroanie dementia tfocal lesions). 


III. 

Alienations associated 
with various gener¬ 
al morbid condi¬ 
tions. 


^ Epilepsy. 

1. With neuroses. Hysteria 

/ Chorea. 

Alcoholism. 

, Saturnism. 

2. With poisons. Morphinism. 

Pellagra. 
Cretin sm. 


The form thincntia is discarded on the ground of its 
being only a secondary condition, a mode of termination of 
insanity, properly speaking, and no longer recognized as a 
special form of mental disease. The group monomnnid' is 
replaced by hereditary insanity, which substitutes for simple 
disconnected psychological entities the notion of a perma¬ 
nent affection of the nerve-centres, having diverse manifes¬ 
tations according to individual circumstances, but con¬ 
nected one to the other by the continuous bond of degen¬ 
eracy. The above nomenclature, says the rev iewer, does not 
differ materially from that recently submitted to the 
Medico-Psychological Association of Paris for adoption as 
the groundwork of an international classification. In cer¬ 
tain particulars it contains evidence of u decided advance 
upon the systems found in the generality of Knglish text¬ 
books. 


SOME (T.KKIlkAh LESIONS. 

The first of the Goulstonian Lectures, with the above 
title, by Dr. G. Newton Pitt, appeared in the “British Med¬ 
ical Journal,” March 22, iSgo. It is an analysis of fifty-seven 
fatal cases of ear-dise;ise, and of the complications that led 
to death. 



